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CALL TO ORDER Mayor Vince Sera called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE & OPENING PRAYER Mayor Sera led the flag salute followed by an opening prayer by 

Deputy Mayor Bew    

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT ANNOUNCEMENT Christine Murray, City Clerk advised that the 

meeting notices covering this meeting have been sent and posted as required under the Open Public Meetings 

Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. 

 

ROLL CALL – COUNCIL • Mayor Sera • Deputy Mayor Bew • Councilman Haney • Councilman Virgilio • 

Councilman Kane • Councilman Riordan • Councilman Lettieri  

PROFESSIONALS PRESENT • Tige Platt, City Manager • John Doring, Superintendent of Public Works •  

Kyle Driscoll, Battalion Chief • Steve Ward, Police Chief  • George Morris, City Solicitor • Christine Murray, 

City Clerk  

 

Swearing In Ceremony – Special Law Enforcement Officer & Beach Patrol Appointments 
 

• SLEO Class II Appointments – Hunter, Sevean, Coxon, Bradley, Heinert  

• SLEO Class I Appointments – Manera, McLeod, Holbrook, Emory, McGowan 

• BCBP Appointments – Captain Andrew Doorley; Lieutenant Alex Grassi 

• The Mayor offered brief remarks recognizing the Police Department and Beach Patrol for their 

professionalism, dedication, and service to the community. He noted that Brigantine’s beaches and 

public safety operations are central to the city’s success, and expressed appreciation for the commitment 

shown by both departments—both in their daily work and behind-the-scenes efforts that keep the city 

safe, welcoming, and well-run. 

• He acknowledged the challenges of recruitment and retention in public safety roles and stated that recent 

changes, including contractual updates, reflect the city’s commitment to supporting its employees. The 

Mayor emphasized that Brigantine’s Police Department and Beach Patrol are valued members of the city 

family and that their work is essential to maintaining the high quality of life residents and visitors 

expect. 

• Chief Ward introduced the swearing-in portion of the meeting and called forward each group of 

appointees. The Mayor administered the oaths of office. 

• Beach Patrol Chief Emig introduced the Beach Patrol promotion portion of the meeting and called 

forward the appointees. The Mayor administered the oaths of office. 

• Lieutenant – Alex Grassi was recognized for his years of service and leadership within the Beach 

Patrol and was promoted to Lieutenant. 

• Captain – Andrew Doorley was recognized for his long tenure, leadership roles, and contributions to 

the Beach Patrol and was promoted to Captain. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 2026-164- Contract Negotiations 

Returned to Open Session – 5:55 P.M. 

City Solicitor George Morris provided a summary, stating that Executive Session involved contract 

negotiations, specifically regarding two contracts, and that the first two resolutions on the agenda address 

those matters. No formal action was taken in Executive Session. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Mayor Sera  read the item as entitled. June 17, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes 

Motion: Councilman Virgilio   / Second: Councilman Haney Abstain Mayor Sera  Roll Call Vote: All in favor  

 

APPROVAL OF BILL REQUISITION LIST Mayor Sera read the item as entitled. Motion: Councilman 

Virgilio  Second: Councilman Riordan   Roll Call Vote: All in favor 
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: No public comments were made. 

ORDINANCE – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION 

Mayor Sera read the ordinance as entitled and opened the public hearing. There were no public comments. 

Ordinance 2026-12 – Ordinance Amending Chapter 284 of the Code of the City of Brigantine as It Relates to 

Handicap Parking Spaces 
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Motion: Councilman Riordan  Second: Councilman Lettieri  Roll Call: All in favor 

ORDINANCE – INTRODUCTION 

Mayor Sera read the ordinance by title. 

Ordinance 2026-13 – Bond Ordinance Providing for Various Capital Improvements in and by the City of 

Brigantine, in the County of Atlantic, New Jersey, Appropriating $16,999,750 Therefor and Authorizing 

the Issuance of $16,150,000 Bonds or Notes of the City to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof 

Motion: Councilman Kane  Second: Councilman Riordan  Roll Call: All in favor 

Mayor Sera read the ordinance by title and opened the public hearing. There were no public comments. 

Ordinance 2026-14 – Ordinance Amending Section 175-6(A), “Fire Official; Additional Inspectors and 

Staff,” of the City Code 

Motion: Councilman Kane Second: Councilman Virgilio  Roll Call: All in favor 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mayor Sera read all Resolutions as entitled.  

Resolution 2026-165 – Authorizing an Employment Agreement with Government Workers Union Local 

300 (Communications) Motion: Councilman Lettieri  Second: Councilman Haney  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-166 – Authorizing an Employment Agreement with Brigantine City Beach Patrol 

Lifeguard Association (BCBPLA) Motion: Councilman Virgilio  Second: Councilman Kane  Roll Call: All 

in favor 

Resolution 2026-167 – Authorizing Work Change Order No. 1 – Final – Middletown Sprinkler Company 

for Irrigation at Golf Links Motion: Deputy Mayor Bew  Second: Councilman Riordan Roll Call: All in 

favor 

Resolution 2026-168 – Authorizing Work Order Change No. 2 – Gaudelli Brothers Inc. for HVAC 

Upgrades Motion: Deputy Mayor Bew  Second: Councilman Lettieri  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-169 – Authorizing an Award of Contract to Polistina & Associates for Sewer 

Replacement at Bayshore Ave. and Roosevelt Blvd. Motion: Councilman Riordan  Second: Councilman 

Virgilio  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-170 – Authorizing Work Change Order No. 2 – Final – for Drainage Improvements 

along Ocean Drive West Motion: Councilman Kane  Second: Councilman Riordan Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-171 – Authorizing an Amendment to the 2026 Budget to Include State of New Jersey 

Tonnage Grant Motion: Councilman Haney  Second: Councilman Lettieri   Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-172 – Authorizing a Contract with CM3 for a Mini-Split in the Police Dispatch Office 

Motion: Councilman Haney  Second: _K  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-173 – Authorizing a Contract with C&D Instrument Services for Installation of a 

SCADA RTU for Storm Sewer (Jenkins Pkwy & Caverly Storm Sewer Station) Motion: Councilman 

Riordan Second: Councilman Kane  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-174 – Authorizing a Contract with C&D Instrument Services for Installation of a 

SCADA RTU for Sewer Stations (Kings Cove, Jenkins Pkwy, Sheridan, Harbor Beach Blvd) Motion: 

Deputy Mayor Bew  Second: Councilman Riordan Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-175 – Authorizing a Refund to Crest Construction Group for Hydrant Meter & Wrench 

Motion: Councilman Virgilio Second: Councilman Haney  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-176 – Authorizing a Contract with Barco Products for Trash/Recycling Containers for 

the Promenade Motion: Councilman Virgilio  Second: Councilman Haney  Roll Call: All in favor 
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Resolution 2026-177 – Authorizing Award of Contract with CM3 for a Mini-Split in the Library 

Meeting/Break Room Motion: Councilman Riordan  Second: Deputy Mayor Bew  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-178 – Authorizing a Contract with Core & Main LP for Residential Meter Pits & Curb 

Stops Motion: Deputy Mayor Bew Second: Councilman Riordan  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-179 – Authorizing the Tax Collector to Issue Refunds Motion: Councilman Riordan  

Second: Deputy Mayor Bew  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-180 – Authorizing a Contract with H2M Architects and Design for Lead Line 

Replacement Motion: Deputy Mayor Bew  Second: Councilman Virgilio  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-181 – Authorizing Insertion of a Special Item of Revenue – Click It or Ticket Program 

2026 Motion: Councilman Kane  Second: Deputy Mayor Bew  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-182 – Authorizing Insertion of a Special Item of Revenue – Native Plant Society of NJ 

Inc. for Public Garden Motion: Deputy Mayor Bew  Second: Councilman Kane  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-183 – Authorizing a Contract with Jersey Architectural Door and Supply – Public 

Works Motion: Councilman Haney Second: Deputy Mayor Bew  Roll Call: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-184 – Authorizing the City to Enter a Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Brigantine Short Term Rental Association Motion: Councilman Riordan  Second: Deputy Mayor Bew  Roll 

Call: All in favor 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Mayor Sera read the Consent Agenda as entitled. 

Motion: Councilman Kane  Second: Councilman Haney    Roll Call Vote: All in favor 

1. Brig en Blanc 

2. Elks Raffle #1163 

3. Brigantine Chamber of Commerce Raffle #1165 

4. BrigVet Surf Camp 

5. Boy Scout’s Bonfire 

6. VFW Raffle # 1166 

COUNCIL / MANAGER / COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 

City Manager Platt thanked all City departments for their work over the Fourth of July weekend, noting that 

the island was extremely busy and continues to see record crowds each year. He stated that Police, Fire, Beach 

Patrol, and Public Works were all exceptionally busy and did an outstanding job keeping residents and visitors 

safe. He also wished Deputy City Manager Ryan Hurst good luck as she competes in the Ironman event in 

New York this weekend, noting her dedication and the remarkable challenge ahead. 

Mayor Sera agreed with the City Manager’s comments, stating that this was likely the busiest Fourth of July 

weekend he has ever seen, noting that the island was extremely crowded and that each year seems to surpass the 

last. He added that while the high volume of visitors is positive for local businesses and tourism, all City 

departments worked very hard throughout the weekend and performed exceptionally well. He thanked Police, 

Fire, Beach Patrol, Public Works, and all staff for their outstanding work and professionalism. 

Deputy Mayor Bew reported that the Brig en Blanc event was approved on the Consent Agenda and will be 

held on September 26. She noted that 400 tickets will be available and will go on sale July 20 for $20. She 

encouraged community participation and support for the Green Team. She also stated that the golf course is 

doing very well and continues to receive positive feedback. 

Councilman Lettieri reported that the City continues to work with Atlantic County on the promenade issues 

and that the City is pressing the County for progress, hoping for resolution in the coming weeks. He also 

commended the Fire Department for its strong response to the recent fire on 14th Street North, noting that the 

situation could have been significantly worse and expressing sympathy for the affected family. 
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Councilman Haney congratulated the newly appointed Class I and Class II Special Law Enforcement Officers 

and wished them success and safety in their roles. He also congratulated the Beach Patrol on its promotions and 

commended the entire Beach Patrol for the excellent work they do throughout the season. He noted the strong 

turnout and success of the Fourth of July Walk on the Beach and parade, thanking all involved and expressing 

appreciation to the Chamber of Commerce. He wished everyone a great remainder of the summer. 

Councilman Virgilio thanked all departments for their work over the Fourth of July weekend, noting extremely 

heavy crowds across the island. He reported receiving numerous complaints from Fourth Ward residents about 

fireworks, including unsafe activity on the lagoons, and asked that the discussions to address the issue before 

next season. 

Councilman Kane thanked the Garden Club for their continued work and congratulated staff on recent 

promotions. He reported attending the Elks Scholarship Ceremony, noting it was a well-run event with generous 

scholarship awards. He thanked the Police, Fire, and Beach Patrol for their service throughout the busy 

weekend. Councilman Kane offered a resolution appointing Lisa Macarelli to her position; Councilman Lettieri 

seconded the motion, and all members voted in favor. 

Councilman Riordan thanked residents for attending recent community events. He noted Councilman Haney 

carried the flag, Councilman Kane provided music, and the Mayor and Deputy Mayor distributed flags and ice 

cream. He recognized the Chief and Sergeant Powderley for offering a prayer, and Public Works and the VFW 

for their assistance. He reported that the Brian Woods Walk awarded six $1,500 scholarships and provided brief 

updates on upcoming Economic Development, Cultural Arts, Chamber of Commerce, Stranding Center, PTA, 

and community activities. 

Mayor Sera thanked Public Works for their excellent Fourth of July cleanup and praised the trash-bag 

distribution program for helping keep the beach clean. He stated the City continues to invest heavily in 

infrastructure, including major road paving projects and drainage improvements. He reported that the bond 

ordinance includes initial design work for a new Beach Patrol Headquarters, noting the current building is 

outdated and undersized. He provided brief updates on Harbor Beach Boulevard, 20th Street, and Bayshore 

Avenue improvements, and noted the County is in the design phase for upgrades to the traffic circle. Mayor 

Sera also discussed ongoing efforts with state officials to address rising utility costs and improve transparency. 

He added that the City has requested County action on beach access, lighting, and maintenance issues and will 

continue to follow up to ensure they are resolved. 

Frank Pugliesi 433 Lafayette Blvd Mr. Pugliesi complimented the City’s paving work, golf course 

improvements, and recent drainage upgrades near his property. He praised the Fire Department for an excellent 

stop at a recent structure fire. He expressed concern about illegal fireworks near the golf course, noting safety 

risks and disturbance to residents and pets, and requested stronger enforcement next year. 

Mr. Turko, 10th St So encouraged the City to consider solar panels on municipal buildings, noting the savings 

he has experienced at his home. He asked about future plans for the former Bella Luna property and expressed a 

preference for a business use rather than residential development. He suggested adding recycling barrels on the 

beach and recommended extending beach badge inspector hours. He concluded by complimenting the City’s 

appearance and recent street improvements. 

Mr. Duca, 4125 Atlantic Brigantine Blvd requested assistance regarding the invasive “Tree of Heaven” 

growing on and near his property, explaining its rapid spread, odor, associated spotted lanternfly infestation, 

and the difficulty of removal. He noted he has provided photos and information to the City and asked for 

regulatory action. The Mayor stated that the City Manager and Code Enforcement are reviewing the issue and 

that Council will look into adding the invasive species to a future ordinance. 

Ms. Turo 10th St So asked about the deteriorated condition of the former gas station property at the entrance to 

the island. The Mayor stated the City has taken the out-of-state owners to court, a remediation deadline has been 

set, and enforcement will proceed if they do not comply. He noted the process is slow but ongoing. Ms. Turo 

also asked about Santucci’s; the Mayor explained the City wants to see businesses succeed, all required safety 

standards have been addressed, and the City continues working with the owners as they complete remaining 

construction items. 

Ms. Goldsmith expressed concern that beachgoers are crossing her private property to climb the seawall and 

access the beach, creating a safety hazard due to broken wood and exposed pylons on the beach side. She 

requested that the issue be included in the City’s correspondence to the County. The Mayor acknowledged her 

frustration and stated the City will continue working with the County and will address the concern in its 

follow-up letter. 
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PJ Cooke, 47 Cummings asked for an update on the Safe Routes to School sidewalk project. The Mayor stated 

the State did not approve the initial grant application but provided recommendations, and the City is reapplying 

with an expanded scope. He noted the bond ordinance includes sidewalk funding so the project will proceed 

regardless of grant status. Mr, Cooke also asked about the Army Corps jetty study. The Mayor stated no 

information has been provided yet and he will follow up with Congressman Van Drew. He explained the City is 

working with the State to pursue repairs and potential extension of the Brigantine Jetty and is evaluating 

additional sand-management options. 

Mr. O’Brien, 5 Kirkwood raised concerns about automated license plate readers, citing privacy issues and 

recent legal developments. He asked the City to review the legality of the readers it operates. The Mayor 

requested the Police Chief evaluate the matter. 

ADJOURNMENT Motion to adjourn: 7:05 PM Deputy Mayor Bew    / Second: Councilman Kane   All in 

favor. Adjournment  

 

________________________________________   

Respectfully submitted, Christine Murray, RMC City Clerk  

 

________________________________________   

Approved: Vince Sera, Mayor  

 


