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PUBLIC PORTION 

 

CALL TO ORDER Mayor Vince Sera called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE & OPENING PRAYER Mayor Sera led the flag salute followed by an opening prayer by 

Deputy Mayor Bew & Councilman Riordan 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT ANNOUNCEMENT Christine Murray, City Clerk advised that the 

meeting notices covering this meeting have been sent and posted as required under the Open Public Meetings 

Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. 

 

ROLL CALL – COUNCIL • Mayor Sera • Deputy Mayor Bew • Councilman Lettieri • Councilman Kane • 

Councilman Riordan ABSENT • Councilman Haney • Councilman Virgilio • 

 

PROFESSIONALS PRESENT • Tige Platt, City Manager • John Doring, Superintendent of Public Works • 

Paul Fuller, Chief of Fire Department • Steve Ward, Acting Chief of Police Department •  •  George Morris, 

City Solicitor • Christine Murray, City Clerk •  

 

PRESENTATION– Jeanette Kessler, Green Team 

Ms. Kessler reported that Brigantine has received Urban & Community Forestry accreditation through 2028 and 

noted the volunteer work involved in completing the island-wide tree inventory. She announced upcoming 

Cherry Blossom Festival events scheduled for April 24–25, 2026, and introduced the 2026 Cherry Blossom 

Princesses. She also provided brief updates on the Farmers Market preparations and confirmed the date for Brig 

en Blanc for September 26, 2026 

 

• Deputy Mayor Bew asked about the ticket sale date for Brig en Blanc, and  

• Ms. Kessler stated that tickets are expected to go on sale the first week of August. 

• Mayor Sera thanked Ms. Kessler for her presentation and acknowledged the work involved in the 

forestry accreditation and recent community events.  

• Councilman Riordan also commended her and The Chamber of Commerce for the work and her 

participation in the recent parade. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

• Mayor Sera announced that Council would enter Executive Session for contract negotiations and asked 

the Clerk to read the resolution.  

• Christine Murray, City Clerk, read the Executive Session resolution into the record. 

A motion to enter Executive Session was made by Councilman Lettieri, seconded by Deputy Mayor Bew, 

and approved unanimously. 

RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION 

 

A motion to return to regular session was made by Councilman Kane, seconded by Councilman Riordan, and 

approved unanimously. 

 

Upon returning to open session, George Morris, City Solicitor, summarized that Council held a brief 

Executive Session regarding contract negotiations and that no action would be taken this evening, with the 

matter likely to appear on a future agenda. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Mayor Sera read the item as entitled. March 18, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Bew  / Second: Councilman Lettieri  Roll Call Vote: All in favor  

 

APPROVAL OF BILL REQUISITION LIST Mayor Sera read the item as entitled. Motion: Councilman 

Kane  Second: Deputy Mayor Bew   Roll Call Vote: All in favor 
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: No public comments were made. 

REGULAR BUSINESS RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution 2026-86 – A Resolution Authorizing a Contract with Multiple Vendors for Herbicides, 

Fungicides, Insecticides, Fertilizers, Seed, and Golf Course Supplies  

Mayor Sera read Resolution 2026-86 as entitled above. Motion Deputy Mayor Bew, second Councilman 

Lettieri. Roll Call Vote: All in favor. 

Resolution 2026-87 – A Resolution Authorizing a Contract with Finch Turf, Incorporated for Mowers for 

the Brigantine Golf Links, Brigantine, NJ  

Mayor Sera read Resolution 2026-87 as entitled above. Motion Councilman Kane, second Councilman 

Lettieri. Roll Call Vote: All in favor. 

Resolution 2026-88 – A Resolution Authorizing a Contract with Finch Turf, Incorporated for a Grinder 

for the Brigantine Golf Links, Brigantine, NJ  

Mayor Sera read Resolution 2026-88 as entitled above. Motion Councilman Kane, second Deputy Mayor 

Bew. Roll Call Vote: All in favor. 

Resolution 2026-89 – A Resolution Authorizing a Contract with Lawn and Golf Supply Co., Inc. for a 

Top Dresser Tractor for the Brigantine Golf Links, Brigantine, New Jersey  

Mayor Sera read Resolution 2026-89 as entitled above. Motion Councilman Kane, second Deputy Mayor 

Bew. Roll Call Vote: All in favor. 

Resolution 2026-90 – A Resolution Authorizing a Contract with Side Pony Printshop for Beach Patrol 

Uniforms  

Mayor Sera read Resolution 2026-90 as entitled above. Motion Councilman Riordan, second Councilman 

Kane. Roll Call Vote: All in favor. 

Resolution 2026-91 – State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green Acres 

Program – Enabling Resolution  
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Mayor Sera read Resolution 2026-91 as entitled above. Motion Councilman Kane, second Councilman 

Riordan. Roll Call Vote: All in favor. 

Resolution 2026-92 – A Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Contract to Polistina & Associates for 

Design, Permitting, Construction Management and Inspections for the Replacement of the Elevated 

Boardwalk at Ross Drive, Brigantine, New Jersey  

Mayor Sera read Resolution 2026-92 as entitled above. Motion Councilman Riordan, second Councilman 

Lettieri. Roll Call Vote: All in favor. 

Mayor Sera stated that the project has been a significant request from residents in the area and expressed 

support for moving it forward. 

Resolution 2026-93 – Authorizing the Mayor to Sign and Execute any Documents Necessary for the 

Reconstruction of the Dock Located Adjacent to 4125 Atlantic Brigantine Boulevard  

Mayor Sera read Resolution 2026-93 as entitled above. Motion Councilman Kane, second Councilman 

Riordan. Roll Call Vote: All in favor. 

Resolution 2026-94 – Supporting the Community Project Funding Application for North End Seawall 

Expansion  

Mayor Sera read Resolution 2026-94 as entitled above. Motion Councilman Riordan, second Deputy Mayor 

Bew. Roll Call Vote: All in favor. 

Mayor Sera noted that Resolution 2026-94 advances the process for pursuing an extension of the Seawall and 

Promenade and that a Tiger Dam system is being explored while federal work progresses. He further noted that 

the USACE CAP 103 study is required for the Army Corps of Engineers to evaluate need and benefit, and that 

both Congressman Van Drew and the State of New Jersey are supporting the project. He expressed that this is 

an important step forward for the community. 

Resolution 2026-95 – Authorization to Enter into an Agreement with My Beach Mobile  

Mayor Sera read Resolution 2026-95 as entitled above. Motion Deputy Mayor Bew, second Councilman 

Riordan. Roll Call Vote: All in favor. 

Mayor Sera noted that Resolution 2026-95 relates to the digital beach tag system, including the app and 

program used to operate it 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Beach Soccer Brigantine — August 8 B. American Legion Raffle #1146 — June 15 C. Elks Raffle #1147 & 

#1148 — April 17 

Mayor Sera read the Consent Agenda as entitled above. Motion Councilman Kane, second Councilman 

Lettieri. All in favor. 

COUNCIL / MANAGER / COMMITTEE DISCUSSION  

• Deputy Mayor Bew noted that she was unable to attend the Shake the Shamrock weekend but 

commented that it appeared to be a successful and well-attended event. 

• Councilman Kane commented that it was an honor to serve as a Grand Marshal during the St. Patrick’s 

Day festivities and noted that it was a strong weekend for the community. 

• Councilman Lettieri reported that work continues on the Promenade and noted that the lights were 

blinking the previous evening. He added that the contractor has been removing and replacing the 

collapsed handicap ramp in that area. 

• City Manager Platt stated that the City is aware of the blinking lights near 10th Street and that the 

contractor has been notified. He noted that the issue had been reported earlier in the week and is being 

addressed. 

• Mayor Sera noted that the ramp work is expected to be completed before the season. 

• Councilman Riordan reported that the Cultural Arts Commission is preparing for an upcoming Frank 

Sinatra dinner show, with additional details to be provided at the first meeting in April. He stated that 

the Economic Development Committee met to discuss planning for the nation’s 250th anniversary, 
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Brigantine’s 100th anniversary, and post-Labor Day activities. He thanked the Chamber of Commerce, 

Police, Fire, Public Works, and all involved for their work on the Shake the Shamrock parade and noted 

strong participation from local businesses and community groups. 

• Mayor Sera noted that this year’s St. Patrick’s Day parade was one of the most successful to date and 

thanked the Chamber of Commerce and all City departments for their efforts. He stated that local 

businesses reported strong activity during the event. He provided an update on South Jersey Gas, noting 

that residents have expressed concern about rising delivery and rider charges despite lower gas 

commodity costs. He stated that the City is working with Senator Polistina, South Jersey Gas, and the 

BPU to obtain clear information on what is driving the increases. He noted that the City has requested 

real-number breakdowns to better understand the impact on ratepayers and that similar inquiries may be 

made regarding Atlantic City Electric once the gas review is complete. He further noted that the City 

continues to make significant capital investments, including improvements at the golf course, new 

equipment, and extensive road paving. He thanked Public Works for recent repairs on Bayshore Avenue 

and acknowledged the work being done across the island. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

• Frank Pugliese, 433 Lafayette Boulevard, addressed Council with three items. He thanked Councilman 

Kane for his participation in the St. Patrick’s Day parade and for remaining through the conclusion of 

the event. He also thanked Councilman Riordan for directing him to the Economic Development 

Committee, noting that he attended the recent meeting and found the group to be active and engaged. 

Mr. Pugliese referenced a proposal he previously raised regarding an “adopt-a-hydrant” concept. He 

stated that several Council members had encouraged him to develop the idea further, and he prepared a 

written outline for consideration. He noted that a similar program may have existed approximately a 

decade ago and expressed that any new version should be coordinated carefully so as not to conflict with 

responsibilities of the Fire Department, Public Works, or other departments. He summarized several 

considerations, including timing the implementation for the fall to avoid the busy summer season; 

keeping costs minimal for items such as data entry and certificates; ensuring that participation would be 

voluntary to avoid liability concerns; and confirming that the program would not conflict with collective 

bargaining agreements. He stated that he would be willing to assist further if the City chose to pursue the 

concept. 

• Chief Paul Fuller stated that he reviewed Mr. Pugliese’s adopt-a-hydrant concept and agreed it was a 

good idea. He encouraged Mr. Pugliese to maintain open dialogue with the Fire Department as the 

program is explored. 

• Deputy Mayor Bew noted that later the same day Mr. Pugliese presented the idea, a 2015 Brigantine 

Fire Department post appeared in her social media memories promoting an informal “adopt-a-hydrant” 

effort. She commented that the timing was notable given the current discussion. 

• Councilman Riordan added that involving middle-school and high-school students could help build 

neighborhood pride and support community engagement. 

• Mayor Sera stated that the concept was a good idea and thanked Mr. Pugliese for bringing it forward. 

With no further public comment, he closed the public portion of the meeting.  

ADJOURNMENT Motion to adjourn: Councilman Kane   / Second: Deputy Mayor Bew   Roll Call Vote: All 

in favor Adjournment 5:41 

 

 

________________________________________   

Respectfully submitted, Christine Murray, RMC City Clerk  

 

 

________________________________________   

Approved: Vince Sera, Mayor 

 


