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CALL TO ORDER Mayor Vince Sera called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. 

 

 

FLAG SALUTE & OPENING PRAYER Mayor Sera led the flag salute followed by an opening prayer by 

Deputy Mayor Bew    

Proclamations – Beach Patrol Rescues- mayor calls up Beach Patrol Chief Emig Beach Patrol Chief Emig 

described a serious rescue on Sunday, September 6, 2026, near the South Jetty. Two children were caught in a 

rip current, and the guards brought both swimmers safely to shore. Mayor Sera thanked the Beach Patrol and 

presented proclamations to Captain James Wilkinson, Lifeguard Richard Ried, Lifeguard Masey Klemm, and 

Rookie Lifeguard Guia Betancourt. 

Chief Emig described a second rescue on Sunday, September 20, 2026, the last day of guarded beaches. Three 

kayakers from Atlantic City were swept out of the inlet near the South Jetty after their kayaks overturned. The 

guards responded by vehicle and wave runner and brought all three safely to shore. Mayor Sera thanked the 

Beach Patrol and presented proclamations to Lifeguards Nick Shiavo, Luke Emig, Brody Ward, Michael 

Brooks, and Ron DeFelice. 

Recess 

A motion to take a five-minute recess was made by Councilman Kane and seconded by Deputy Mayor Bew. All 

in favor. Motion carried. 

Reconvene 

A motion to reconvene the meeting was made by Councilman Virgilio and seconded by Councilman Lettieri. 

All in favor. Motion carried. 

Endorsement of the Master Plan  

Mayor Sera introduced Planner Lance Landgraf, who presented the 2026 Master Plan Re-examination. The 

Planning Board plans to adopt it at the end of the month. Council thanked Mr. Landgraf and the Planning 

Board. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT ANNOUNCEMENT Christine Murray, City Clerk advised that the 

meeting notices covering this meeting have been sent and posted as required under the Open Public Meetings 

Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. 

 

ROLL CALL – COUNCIL • Mayor Sera • Deputy Mayor Bew • Councilman Virgilio • Councilman Lettieri • 

Councilman Riordan • Councilman Haney • Councilman Kane  

 

PROFESSIONALS PRESENT • Tige Platt, City Manager • Paul Fuller, Fire Chief • Steve Ward, Police Chief  

• George Morris, Esq. City Solicitor • Christine Murray, City Clerk  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Mayor Sera  read the item as entitled. September 16, 2026 Council Meeting 

Minutes Motion: Councilman Virgilio  / Second: Deputy Mayor Bew  Abstain Councilman Kane • Abstain 

Councilman Haney 

Roll Call Vote: All in favor  

 

APPROVAL OF BILL REQUISITION LIST Mayor Sera read the item as entitled. Motion: Councilman 

Riordan  Second: Councilman Kane  Roll Call Vote: All in favor 
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:  

Lori Goldsmith, 1415 East Brigantine Avenue, asked about the seawall. She noted approvals were in place in 

2017 but the work was never done. She asked what is needed to move forward and expressed concern for homes 

in the area. 

Mayor Sera provided an update on the Promenade. He explained the City is moving forward with a temporary 

fix using jetty stone. The engineering is on tonight’s agenda, and the work requires approval from the Army 

Corps of Engineers and NJDEP. He also said the City is seeking an emergency beach replenishment. He noted 

the City must go through the State and Federal process and encouraged residents to contact their State and 

Federal officials with concerns. 

Councilman Kane added that the jetty stone will help protect the wall by reducing wave energy. Councilman 

Riordan expressed hope that the wall holds up and stressed its importance. 

ORDINANCE- PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION 

Mayor Sera read the ordinance by title and opened the public hearing. There being no public 

comment, the public hearing was closed. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 16 OF 2026 - A BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 

IMPROVEMENTS TO THE EAST SHORE DRIVE PLAYGROUND IN AND BY THE 

CITY OF BRIGANTINE, IN THE COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, NEW JERSEY, 

APPROPRIATING $754,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

$188,500 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE CITY TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST 

THEREOF 

Motion: Councilman Kane   Second: Councilman Riordan   Recorded Vote: All in favor 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mayor Sera read the resolutions as entitled 

Resolution 2026 -240 – A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF BRIGANTINE 2026 YEAR 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET BY THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE AND 

APPROPRIATION FROM THE BULLETPROOF VEST PARTNERSHIP GRANT  

Motion: Councilman Haney  Second: Councilman Kane   Recorded Vote: All in favor 

 

Resolution 2026- 241 – A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF BRIGANTINE 2026 YEAR 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET BY THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE AND 

APPROPRIATION FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR NHTSA GRANT KNOWN AS THE 

CARES GRANT 

Motion: Councilman Virgilio    Second: Councilman Kane     Recorded Vote: All in favor 

 

Resolution 2026 -242– A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF GRANT 

BALANCES 

 Motion: Deputy Mayor Bew   Second: Councilman Lettieri    Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026 -243 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH CASCADE 

ENGINEERING FOR THE PURCHASE OF RESIDENTIAL TRASH AND RECYCLING CARTS 

AND REPLACEMENT LIDS 

Motion: Councilman Haney    Second: Deputy Mayor Bew    Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026- 244 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH MUNICIPAL 

MAINTENANCE CO. TO REBUILD AND REINSTALL THE PUMP AT THE HAGEN ROAD PUMP 

STATION 

 

Motion: Councilman Virgilio    Second: Deputy Mayor Bew    Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-245– A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH FRANK MAZZA & 

SON, INC., FOR CARPET REPLACEMENT IN THE MUNICIPAL COURTROOM, PROSECUTOR’S 

OFFICE, AND CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

Motion: Councilman Haney  Second: Councilman Lettieri   Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-246 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH UTILITY SERVICE 

CO., INC., FOR THE INSTALLATION OF WELDED STEEL PATCH PLATES ON THE BAYSHORE 

WATER TOWER 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Bew    Second: Councilman Riordan   Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-247 – A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF BRIGANTINE 2026 YEAR 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET BY THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE AND 

APPROPRIATION FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER 

LABOR DAY GRANT 

 

Motion: Councilman Virgilio     Second: Councilman Kane    Recorded Vote: All in favor 
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Resolution 2026-248 – A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF BRIGANTINE 2026 YEAR 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET BY THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE AND 

APPROPRIATION FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY COPS IN SHOPS GRANT 

 Motion: Councilman Haney   Second: Councilman Riordan   Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-249 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH NORTHEAST 

ELECTRICAL & GC SERVICES LLC FOR ELECTRICAL UPGRADES AT BRIGANTINE GOLF 

LINKS 

 Motion: Deputy Mayor Bew   Second: Councilman Haney   Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-250 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH PERSONAL TOUCH 

PAINTING FOR INTERIOR PAINTING  IN THE MUNICIPAL COURT 

 

 Motion: Councilman Virgilio   Second: Councilman Riordan   Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-251 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH FRANK MAZZA & 

SON, INC., FOR FLOORING REPLACEMENT AT THE ROWING CLUB 

 

 Motion: Deputy Mayor Bew   Second: Councilman Virgilio  Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-252 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A DISABLED VETERAN PROPERTY 

TAX EXEMPTION FOR BLOCK 6302, LOT 51 

  

Motion: Councilman Lettieri   Second: Councilman Riordan   Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-253 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A GM2810A RIDING 

MOWER FOR BRIGANTINE GOLF LINKS  

 Motion: Deputy Mayor Bew   Second: Councilman Haney   Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-254 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH POLISTINA & 

ASSOCIATES FOR PLANNING AND DESIGN FOR EAST SHORE DRIVE DRAINAGE 

IMPROVEMENTS 

 Motion: Councilman Kane   Second: Councilman Virgilio  Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-255 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH REMINGTON & 

VERNICK ENGINEERS FOR PLANNING AND DESIGN FOR SHERIDAN BOULEVARD 

DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS  

 Motion: Councilman Riordan  Second: Councilman Virgilio  Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-256 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A 

CONTRACT TO CAPELA CONSTRUCTION FOR REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT 

OF THE ELEVATED BOARDWALK AT ROSS DRIVE  

 Motion: Councilman Virgilio   Second: Councilman Riordan   Recorded Vote: All in favor 

Resolution 2026-257 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH ARTHUR CHEW 

CONSULTING FOR PLANNING, PERMITTING, AND DESIGN FOR EMERGENCY 

REVETMENT REINFORCEMENT AT THE PROMENADE 

 Motion: Councilman Kane   Second: Councilman Riordan  Recorded Vote: All in favor 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Mayor Sera read the resolutions as entitled 

Consent Agenda – October 7, 2026 Council Meeting 

1. VFW Veterans Day Parade 
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2. Heart of Surfing, Adaptive Skateboarding 

3. Halloween Parade  

4. Knights of Columbus All Souls’ Day Memorial Service 

Motion: Councilman Riordan  Second: Councilman Virgilio  Recorded Vote: All in favor 

 

COUNCIL / MANAGER / COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 

• City Manager Platt thanked the Police, Fire, and Public Works Departments for their work during and 

after the recent nor’easter. He gave special thanks to Kris Walsh and the Public Works crew for clearing 

debris and getting the island back in order. He announced that 600 flags will be placed in Hanaman 

Park. He also announced the Lighthouse Celebration and thanked Personal Touch for volunteering to 

paint and touch up the lighthouse at no cost to the City. 

• Mayor Sera said the Lighthouse Celebration is an important event for local businesses during the 

offseason and thanked the Economic Development Committee and the Chamber of Commerce for their 

work. He thanked all City departments, including Public Works, Police, Fire, and OEM, for their 

response to the recent storm, and noted the State OEM also offered resources. He said he spoke with the 

Governor, and the City will continue working with State and Federal officials on flood protection 

projects. 

• Chief Ward spoke on the PBA Cornhole Tournament.  

• Deputy Mayor Bew thanked all City departments for their work during the storm. She thanked Senator 

Polistina, Assemblyman Guardian, and County officials for the recent senior seminar on State programs 

and scam prevention. She noted the Links reopened soon after the storm and reminded everyone of the 

upcoming Halloween Parade and Trunk or Treat. 

• Councilman Lettieri thanked all City departments, especially Kris Walsh and Public Works. He also 

thanked residents Lori and Clay for their private wall, which helped reduce flooding in their area. He 

noted the continued need for Promenade and jetty improvements. 

• Councilman Haney thanked Kris Walsh and Public Works for stepping up during the storm, along with 

the Police and Fire Departments for their dedication. He congratulated the lifeguards on the awards they 

received for saving lives. He also thanked Deputy Mayor Bew for coordinating Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month. 

• Councilman Virgilio thanked all City departments for their work during the storm. 

• Councilman Kane thanked Kris Walsh and Public Works, along with Police and Fire, for their quick 

response to flooding during the storm. He also thanked the Garden Club for their work this season. 

• Councilman Riordan thanked City department heads, Kris Walsh and Public Works, Police, Fire, the 

City Manager, and the Mayor for their response to the storm, noting there were no injuries. He 

congratulated the Mayor on being named Hero of the Week on Harry Hurley’s radio show. He noted the 

Cultural Arts Commission’s recent arts festival was well attended and thanked the Chamber of 

Commerce for its help with the Lighthouse Celebration and other events. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

• Lisa DeStefano, 209 27th Street, expressed concern about a large boat and trailer parked on the street 

across from her home. She said it makes it hard to park and is a safety concern for drivers. She noted she 

contacted the Police Department and sent photos to City staff, and asked the City to look into the matter. 

• Mayor Sera said the photos will be sent to Council. Chief Ward gave a brief update on the call. Ms. 

DeStefano suggested the City consider a size limit for boats parked on the street. The Mayor said he 

may forward it to the City Attorney. 

• City Manager Platt said the photos were forwarded and the boat appears to be about 24 feet. He noted 

the ordinance does not have a size limit. 

• Councilman Riordan asked when the boat arrived. Ms. DeStefano said it arrived the Sunday after the 

storm. She asked if it could remain until December 1 and expressed concern about seeing it for the next 

two to three months. The Mayor said he would look into it and thanked her. 

• John Johnson, 36 Coquille Drive, thanked the Fire Department for their fast and professional response to 

a recent medical call at his home. He also thanked all departments, especially Public Works, for their 

work during the nor’easter. He asked who is responsible for repairing the storm drain at Pepper Cove. 

• Mayor Sera said the damage was included in the City’s storm damage report for possible State or 

Federal funding. He said the City is looking at relocating the storm drain due to ongoing erosion. He 

noted the jetty is owned by the State, and the City is working with FEMA and the Army Corps on 

repairs. He also noted that properties with bulkheads held up better during the storm. 

• Mr. Johnson thanked the Mayor for fostering bipartisan support with Governor Sherrill. 
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• Kathleen Rashiel, 1301 Ocean Avenue, announced that the Brigantine Democratic Club will host a free 

Halloween magic show at the Brigantine Community Center. Costumes are encouraged. 

• Mayor Sera thanked her for hosting the event. Hearing no further public comment, the public portion 

was closed. 

ADJOURNMENT Motion to adjourn: Councilman Kane   / Second: Councilman Lettieri   All in favor. 

Adjournment 6:55 PM 

 

________________________________________   

Respectfully submitted, Christine Murray, RMC City Clerk  

 

________________________________________   

Approved: Vince Sera, Mayor  
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